
1



2



KU Leuven's interdisciplinary platform 

to develop innovative materials 

solutions for a sustainable future
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What is MRC?

MRC 

• is a platform to cluster and initiate materials 

research activities with a challenge-driven, 

innovation-oriented or blue-sky perspective.

• provides a coordinative link between the 

member research groups and our external 

partners and stakeholders and strengthens 

their interactions



• Workshops and networking events

• Personalized information on funding opportunities

• Personalized information on partner requests
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What do we do?

External partners
- Universities, research 

institutes
- Funding organizations
- Associations
- Companies

Research groups
-
-
-
-
-
-
…

• Increase visibility: homepage, newsletter, events

• Facilitation of industrial collaborations: access point

• Representation at external organizations (SIM, EIT RM)

• Annual research meeting (internal / external)

• Facilitation of interdisciplinary research projects (internal / external)

→ initiation of research lines



MRC brings together

• 5 faculties

• 9 departments

• 36 research groups

• 80+ professors

→ to facilitate interdisciplinary collaborations

→ to initiate projects with external partners 

→ to enhance the impact of their research.
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Who are we?

Chemical 

Engineering
Tom Van Gerven

Chemistry
Bart Goderis

Civil

Engineering
Özlem Cizer

Computer 

Science
Ward Melis

Earth and

Environmental

Sciences
Jan Elsen

Mechanical Engineering
Joost Duflou, Ann Witvrouw

Materials Engineering
M. Bechtold, J. Vleugels, B. Blanpain, K. Van Acker, M. Wevers, A. Van Bael

Microbial and Molecular

Systems (M²S)
Bert Lagrain

Physics and

Astronomy
André Vantomme

Steering committee members

Chair

Coordinator
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Current research lines in MRC

A research line

• Is a topic of broad interest and impact from a 

fundamental, industrial or societal point of view

• Acts as a cluster to set up interdisciplinary 

research projects having the potential of excellent 

results and breakthrough technologies

• A research line is promoted through the MRC 

coordinator at external platforms, funds and 

companies

• facilitate interdisciplinary research within KU 

Leuven and with external partner

• is dynamic in terms of matter and staff

Material Aspects 

in Manufacturing

Sustainable 

Organic 

Materials

Materials 

for Energy

KU Leuven Institute 

for Sustainable 

Metals and Minerals

Multiscale computational modeling

Advanced characterization and testing

Circular Economy, Life cycle assessment, policy research

Cross-topic domains

Research lines
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Materials Characterization…

• Unites researchers

• Lies in the core of materials development

• Is an excellent case for MRC

• Easy entrance door for collaborations (internal / external)

• Find most appropriate tools next door

• Increase visibility of KU Leuven’s materials 

researchers

• Find and be found → Database under development 

(see next slide)
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Characterization…

• Creation of a database (ongoing)

• Search by department or category

• Further refinement needed

Nguyen Hong Hai (Henry)

MSc student Nanosciences



9


